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The Editorõs Two Cents 

Welcome to the second edition of FTFP.  It is still very much a work in 

progress. I am learning a lot more about using various computer 

programs in the process as well as new skills for researching and editing. 

LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘΗ   

Articles and links in this publication may or may not be my views, or the 

views of the Missouri Fox Trotter Club of Canada (MFTCC), whose news 

and articles are published within this magazine.  I make no claims of 

authenticity or validity regarding their content as well.   

²Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ άCǊŜŜ tǊŜǎǎέ ƛƳǇƭƛŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƴŜǿǎΣ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƛƴ 

an unaltered and uncensored manner. It is my hope to present news and general information 

which is timely, unbiased and helpful to us all in our quest to continue to learn about and 

promote this fabulous breed of horses.  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΦΦΦǘƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘ ƻƴΗ     

Editor - Barb Fenwick 

 

There is more on the hoof than a horse, there is a thinking,  

feeling and conscious friend to travel lifeôs trails with.  BF 
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Feed  back   

YOUR 2 cents worth or 2.02 cents worth in US currency!  

Here are some recent comments from our subscribers. 

Hi Barb ς L Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ L 

have your Canadian! Excellent ς will look forward to 

future issues.     Patricia Smith ς End of Trail Foxtrotter 

Ranch 

Thanks very much for the newsletters. They are very 

interesting. Some could take a lesson from you guys on how to 

put out a good newsletter!  Charla  - Hidden Acres Fox Trotters 

 

Fox TrottinôThrough The óNet 

Informative  & helpful web sites 

 You or someone you know lost a horse?  This site 

offers help and needs your help too! 

http://netposse.com/ 

 A new and well put together source of information 

about and for MFT horses and owners. You should 

teach your horse to read it! J 

http://foxtrotterfacts.com 

 The Foxtrotter Station ï only free International 

Foxtrotter Directory designed to promote the Missouri 

Fox Trotting Horse. This monthôs featured link on this 

site is - What color is my Fox Trotter?  Where can I 

get my MFT tested for coat color? 

http://foxtrotterstation.net/FoxtrottersofColor.htm  

 Barefoot and booting your horse ς learn about natural 

hoof care and using hoof boots. 

www.thehorseshoof.com, www.easycareinc.com 

 Yahoo group for Fox Trotter owners around the 

Globe.http://groups.yahoo.com/group/foxtrotterhorseincanada  

 

 

Favorite Link   

Missouri Fox Trotters- Pleasure Horse for the 90ôs 

Written in the 1990ôs by Tom Reed. This article was published 

in the Horse And Horsemanôs magazine in 1993. I accidently 

came across this article 

while looking for some 

good fox trotter pictures 

on the internet.  I 

stopped to read this 

article and fell in love 

with the Fox Trotters all 

over again!  Get a 

coffee, set a spell and 

read it! The link address 

is just about as long as 

the article though!  Here is 

an excerpt from the article quoted by a former employee of the 

U.S. Forest Service in Montana.  

"Three things: speed, disposition and a big heart 
make them ideal for the West," said John Mumma, a 
former U.S. Forest Service regional forester in 
Missoula, Mont. "They are still being discovered. In 
my opinion, their greatest value is to the backyard 
horse owner who is looking for a horse that is gentle 
and travels well." Mumma first started working with 
Missouri fox trotting horses in the early 1970s in 
Colorado, Arizona and 
New Mexico. He, like a lot 
of USFS employees, 
enjoyed the smooth ride, 
the disposition and the 
speed of the animal. 
Today, the agency has 
almost completely gone 
over to fox trotters for their use in the backcountry 
and MFTHBA reports that there are over 1,000 
registered animals in that agency.      "They can out-
walk any other horse as far as I'm concerned; most 
other horses have to trot to keep up with them."  

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gaitedhorse.

com/mares_small.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.gaitedhorse.com

/french.htm&h=374&w=562&sz=21&hl=en&start=37&um=1

&tbnid=5maZHk4vd4VH0M:&tbnh=89&tbnw=133&prev=/im

ages%3Fq%3Dfox%2Btrotter%2Bhorse%26start%3D20%26nd

sp%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN  Go down 
the page & click on: Missouri fox trotters, pleasure horse for 
the 90's 
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The place to meet other Fox 

Trotter owners around the 

Globe.  

 

 

Charla McCullough 

Terre Haute, IN  

Hidden Acres 

Foxtrotters 

 

 

Charla has recently joined the MFTCC and we welcome her into 

our club and newsletter!  

1. How did you get involved with Missouri Fox Trotters? 

 I was one of those horseless kids who couldn't begin to tell you 

what the real wallpaper in my room looked like, for every square 

inch was covered with horse pictures or drawings.  Breyer models 

completed the decor, and of course my book shelves were filled 

with everything Marquerite Henry and Walter Farley ever wrote.   

One of my dad's golfing buddies took pity on me around age 10, 

and shared his horses with me, teaching me to ride and care for 

them, and basically taking me under his wing.  The type horses 

he had were Missouri Foxtrotters, and they were wonderful.    

When it came time to make the dream finally come true for myself 

as an adult, it didn't take much thought to decide which horse 

breed was for me. 

2. Tell us about your Fox Trotters  

At present, I have 15, with two foals due in 2008.   Several of 

them are roan, which has always been one of my favourite 

equine colors.    I have a black stallion, Wizard, who I fell in love 

with when some friends of mine purchased him from Handel 

Ranch.   I never dreamed he would someday be mine, but when 

the opportunity arose, I jumped at the chance.     I have a young 

dun gelding, who is trained to do tricks such as lie down, take a 

bow, and to shake hands.    My oldest foxtrotter is 24 years old 

this year, but no one has told her!  She still believes she's five, 

and is such a powerhouse.  She's a Koscot / Zane Grey bred 

mare, pure white with age, and everywhere we go, I am asked 

one of two questions:  "Is that a stud?" or " Is that a 

Lipizzan?".     She's a little on the hot side, and dances around 

on her hind legs when you hold her back, but she is my "horse 

of a lifetime", and in spite of her antics, she is safe simply 

because the antics are so predictable.    

 

 

 

 

 

At her age, I try to treasure every ride.    If I live to be a hundred 

and ten, I don't expect to ever find a replacement for Blue.  She 

can go the distance all day long, and still be pulling on that bit 

and fighting me for more rein the next morning.  And she's 

smart... in a way a lot of horses are not smart.  In spite of her 

antics, if you're going to find yourself in a bad situation on a trail, 

that's the one you want underneath you.  Not a spooky bone in 

her body either.... that mare doesn't know the meaning of 

fear...except perhaps the fear of not coming in first on a ride! 

3. What are your favourite bloodlines (if any) & why? 

 I have never bought a horse because of the bloodlines, I've seen 

plenty of horses that looked good on paper and then was 

disappointed in the horse itself.    I like to judge each horse based 

on what it actually is, and not what it is supposed to be.   

Temperment, smooth gaits, attractive conformation, good feet... 

and in that order.   Of course, over the years I HAVE noticed a 

bloodline that keeps appearing in the type of horse I'm attracted 

too, and that is Mr. Koscot.    I didn't go looking for it, but my 

three favorite horses all have that one, and all three have similar 

traits of being super gaited, with more than just a foxtrot, as well 

as being a joy to work around, and all are extremely confident 

individuals with tons of heart and drive.   I haven't based my 

breeding program around any certain bloodlines either... I've just 

based it on excellent riding mares that make me smile.  No 

broodmares for me, they've GOT to be good saddle mares.   

4. What do you like about the breed? 

 My favourite thing about the breed is that there are so many 

different types of horses in our breed, there really is something 

for everyone. If you want laid back and calm, they're out there.  If 

you want a fireball, go-devil to make you feel like you're 17 again, 

they're out there as well.   Yet the disposition is, for the most part, 

incredible on all of them.   I love the fact that they are such a multi 

purpose horse,  and a family can get so much enjoyment and use 

out of just one horse.  I love the way they have the stockier build 

than a lot of the other gaited breeds, and such pretty faces, and 

they come in so many colors...I love the way I can have a mare in 

her mid twenties still be going strong.... oh heck, I could go on 

and on about why I love foxtrotters! 

 

 

 

The Meeting Place 

 

http://www.hiddenacresfoxtrotters.com/
http://www.hiddenacresfoxtrotters.com/


5. What do you do with your Fox Trotters?  

We mostly do the camping thing.... head off for a weekend to 

meet up with friends.   We dabble lightly at the showing thing, but 

it's a lot of work just to ride in circles.  Still, showing is fun at this 

stage, if we ever get to the point (read into this, "good enough!") 

where it becomes serious business and not fun, we'll probably 

shift gears a bit.     

I have my sights set on trying endurance riding this year, and am 

going to make my first attempt with the 24 year old mare I 

mentioned above.     

I also love teaching horses things, side passing, turn on forehand, 

getting them to trust a rider enough to walk on a teeter-totter, or 

through tires.   I also like doing stuff like barrels, polebending, and 

jumping with my foxtrotters. 

6. What do you think about the future of the breed in 

Canada and/or the USA or globally? 

 I think the future for this breed is quite bright.   I know as a 

whole, the trend for the past 20 or 30 years has been more for a 

"specialized" type of horse to compete in upper levels of various 

equine pursuits, but I suspect that may be changing soon.     I 

think as more and more farmland gets taken over by urban 

sprawl, and horse keeping costs continue to skyrocket, the desire 

for a "jack of all trades" horse is going to increase, and the 

foxtrotter is perfectly suited to fit that bill.     Added to this is the 

fact that the baby boomer generation is aging, and looking for 

something smooth and easy to get along with, and many of them 

are going gaited.    I think one of our biggest challenges is getting 

young people involved with not only foxtrotters, but horses in 

general.  It's turned into such a world of instant gratification, and 

they are missing the satisfaction that only comes with putting a 

whole lot of time and effort into something worthwhile. 

 Judy & Steve Eastwood        

aŀŎƪΩǎ /ǊŜŜƪΣ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ 

www.ewgaitedhorses.com 

wingpaw@accessus.net 

When we got our farm we planned 

on doing a Hunting Preserve and a 

man asked if he could keep his 6 

horses here over winter as we had lots of grass. What a 

mess that started. Ended up with my husband buying one 

(they were TWH) and we had so much fun with them. 

Anyway, there was a MFT breeder who owned a filling 

station too and they told me to go look at their new baby 

girl and I fell totally in LOVE. I watched her and visited her 

every day for 3 months and one day she was missing I fell 

apart. Long story short we called, she had been moved 

(whew), went and bought her that day, brought her to our 

farm with her mother till weaning time. 

 

 I gave her to my granddaughter for her 5th birthday and 

she named her Sugar (don't ever ask a 5 yr old what to 

name a horse while they are holding a sugar cube). So we 

have gotten so hooked on the MFT breed now have 19 

MFT and love every one of them. They are so contagious. 

The disposition is so wonderful. To watch someone 

riding a MFT for the first time is so fun that grin when 

they come back is just too good. We have found 

some bloodlines we like better than others and have 

had such wonderful people helping us to learn about this 

wonderful breed. It is a myth that color doesn't gait this 

mare is smooth as glass.  So the Hunting Preserve has 

turned into a Horse Pasture. I enjoy helping others find the 

right horse for them among my many contacts in several 

states.  

Judyôs special interest is the Silver Dapple color pattern.  

She has done extensive research in this area and has 

added two colts to her herd in hopes of spreading the color 

pattern further in the MFT 

bloodlines.   

These are her 2 boys.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to present YOUR story here in the future. 

Please send us your story & a picture for upcoming 

issues.  You can follow the format that Charla 

presented or us freeform as Judy sent for this issue. 

Email to: bfenwick@xplornet.com 

Send a picture of YOU and your horses or just your 

horses if you prefer.  Pictures should be jpg format 

and original size if possible. Story can be pasted on 

email or attached in word processor format. I prefer 

Word format as this is the format I use for the 

newsletter, but also can pull from these formats - 

Works, Wordpad or Open Office Writer.   

 

http://www.ewgaitedhorses.com/
mailto:wingpaw@accessus.net
mailto:bfenwick@xplornet.com

